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International World Health Summit starts in Berlin
Berlin, October 23rd 2011

Today more than 1200 leading personalities from the fields of science, politics, economics and civil society have been discussing the most urgent challenges in global health.

Today’s Science - Tomorrow’s Agenda is the motto of the World Health Summit, which has started this Sunday. Under the patronage of Angela Merkel and the French President Nicolas Sarkozy, leading scientists, politicians as well as delegates from industry and major health organizations will meet in the Federal Capital of Berlin.
At the official opening, World Health Summit President, Detlev Ganten, Mickey Chopra, Chief of Health and Associate Director of Programmes at UNICEF, Karl Max Einhäupl,  Chief Executive Officer of the Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin, and Renate Bähr, Executive Director of the German Foundation for World Population, explained the key aspects of the conference.
“Our agenda is to be a wake-up call. Science is progressing very fast, but the practical implementation of these accomplishments is still deficient and disappointing,” said Detlev Ganten. The main topics of this year’s World Health Summit are: 
· the impact of climate change on health

· the rapid increase in chronic diseases in developing and industrialized countries;
· the worldwide burden caused by mental diseases; vaccine strategies

· and international health policy
“We need to establish a closer network between the different sectors of research

 and health care, as this is the only way to counter the current global challenges. 

This is the reason why the conference is so utterly important,” added Karl Max 

Einhäupl. 

Mickey Chopra demanded that global health investments need to reach the 

right people. According to him, even though much has been achieved through 
the Millenium Development Goals, every day more than 20,000 children are dying. 
For this reason, we need more concentrated action from politics, industry and 

civil society. 
In the next ten years, the world population will increase by one billion people, 

said Renate Bähr. She went on to discuss the implications of this population rise,

saying that “for those without education and health, development is impossible. It is the basis of everything.” 

Annette Schavan, Federal Minister for Education and Research and Klaus Wowereit, the Governing Mayor of Berlin, are expected to speak at he official opening this evening. 
www.worldhealthsummit.org
More information for media representatives:

World Health Summit Press Office

T  +49 (0)30-51651246 & +49 (0)30-27907594

E  media@worldhealthsummit.org
PAGE  
-2-

