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Professor Ganten was born in Lüneburg in 1941. He studied medi-
cine at the universities of Würzburg, Montpellier (France) and Tübin-
gen. After taking his degree, he spent several years as a research 
scientist at the Clinical Research Institute in Montreal (Canada), and 
earned his Ph.D. at McGill University.

In 1975 Detlev Ganten was appointed Professor at the Department 
of Pharmacology at the University of Heidelberg.

From 1991 to 2004 Professor Ganten was the founding director 
and president of the Max Delbrück Center for Molecular Medicine 
(MDC) Berlin-Buch.  He also was Director of the Department of 
Pharmacology at the Benjamin Franklin Medical Center of the Free 
University of Berlin.

From 2004 to 2008 Professor Ganten was Chief Executive Officer 
at the “Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin”, the joint medical facul-
ty of the Free University and Humboldt University of Berlin. 

Since 2005 Professor Ganten is the Chairman of the Board of the 
Charité Foundation. Since 2009 he is also Chairman of the joint 
Board of Trustees of the Max Planck Institute of Colloids and Inter-
faces and of the Max Planck Institute of Molecular Plant Physiology.

As a research scientist in the field of hypertension, Professor Gan-
ten elucidated fundamental mechanisms of the pathophysiology 
and molecular biology of high blood pressure. His area of research 
include the hormonal regulation of blood pressure, especially the 
renin-angiotensin system, and the molecular genetics of cardiova-
scular diseases.

Personal Data

Born on 28 March 1941 in Lüneburg; married with Dr. med. Ursula 
Ganten, 2 children

Education and Career

1962 - 64	 Medical School of the University of Würzburg 
(Germany)

1964- 65	 Medical School of Montpellier (France)

1965	 Surgical Internship at the French Hospital Marakech 
(Morocco)

1966 - 68	 Medical School of the University of Tübingen (Ger-
many), Medical State Board Examination and clinical 
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residency in Tübingen and Emden

1969 - 73	 Research Fellow and Senior Research Fellow at the 
Clinical Research Institute of Montreal and McGill 
University, Department of Experimental Medicine, 
Canada

1973 - 91	 Department of Pharmacology, University of Heidel-
berg, Germany

1991 – 2004	 Max Delbrück Center for Molecular Medicine (MDC) 
Berlin-Buch, Founding Director

1993 – 2004	 Department of Clinical Pharmacology, Freie Univer-
sität Berlin, University Hospital Benjamin Franklin

2004 - 2008	 Chief Executive Officer, Charité  – Universitätsmedi-
zin Berlin                                                                         

since 2005	 Chairman of the Board of the Charité Foundation

Diplomas

1959	 Agricultural Diploma („Gehilfenbrief“)

1965	 „Diplome de la langue française“, Montpellier, 
France

1968	 M.D. degree, University of Tübingen, Germany

1970	 Medical Licence	

1974	 Ph.D., McGill University, Montreal, Canada

1975	 Acceptance to Faculty Rank (“Habilitation”), Univer-
sity of Heidelberg

1978	 Specialization in Pharmacology („Facharzt“)

Positions

·	 President, World Hypertension League, 1990 – 1995

·	 Director, Max Delbrück Center for Molecular 
Medicine (MDC) Berlin-Buch, Septem-
ber 1991 – 2004
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·	 Health Research Council of the German Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research, 1992 – 1997 

·	 Science Council of the German Federal Government, 1993 
– 1998

· 	 Director, Department of Clinical Pharmacology, Free University 
of Berlin, 1993 – 2004

·	 President, „Gesellschaft Deutscher Naturforscher und Ärzte“, 
1996 – 1998

·	 Chairman of the Helmholtz-Association of National Research 
Centres (HGF), 1997 – 2001

·	 German National Ethics Council, 2002 – 2007 

·	 Chief Executive Officer, Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin, 
2004 – 2008

Current Position

since 2005 	 Chairman of the Board, Charité Foundation 

since 2009 	 Chairman of the joint Board of Trustees of the Max 
Planck Institute of Colloids and Interfaces and Max 
Planck Institute of Molecular Plant Physiology

Awards

“Chavez Award” of the International Society of Hypertension (1981), 
“Sechenev Medaille” of the Medical Academy Moscow (1981), “Sci-
ence Award” of the “Deutsche Liga zur Bekämpfung des hohen 
Blutdruckes” (1981), “Heilmeyer Medaille” of the “Gesellschaft für 
Fortschritte auf dem Gebiet der Inneren Medizin (1990), Max-Planck 
Research Award (1990), Okamoto-Award, Japan (1990), CIBA-
Award of the Council for High Blood Pressure Research, American 
Heart Association (1992), Dr. hr. University Iasi, Rumania (1995), 
Federal Cross of Merit (2000), Légion d’Honneur, France (2003)

Memberships

Academy of the Sciences Heidelberg, Polish Academy of Sciences 
(Polska Akademie Umiejetnosci), Member of the Berlin-Branden-
burg Academy of Sciences, Member of “Deutsche Akademie der 
Naturforscher Leopoldina”, Academia Europea

Editorial Activities

Journal of Molecular Medicine (editor),

Handbook of Experimental Pharmacology
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