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Education and Career

1959-1968 	 Highschool, Nymphenburger Gymnasium Munich

1968-1974 	 Medical School, University of Munich

1974 	 Graduation at the University of Munich, Medical 
Doctor Degree, ECFMG examination

1975 	 Thesis (‘Promotion’)

1974-1977	 Residencies in Neurology and Psychiatry

1986	 Habilitation

1977-1992	 Department of Neurology, University of Munich 

1988	 Associated Professor (C3-professorship) for Neuro-
logy, Dept. of Neurology, University of Munich

1993-2008	 Chairman Department of Neurology, Charité Berlin

1995-2004	 Coordinator (‚Sprecher‘) of SFB 507 “The Role of 
Non-Neuronal Cells in Neurological Diseases”

1995-2003	 Coordinator Clinical research group (Klinische For-
schergruppe) “New methods for noninvasive brain 
imaging“

1999-2008	 Coordinator Competence Network („BMBF-Kompe-
tenznetzwerk“) Stroke

since 2008	 Principal Investigator cluster of excellence “Neuro-
Cure” (Exzellenzinitiative)

since 2008	 Principal Investigator Center of Stroke Re-
search Berlin (Internationales Forschungs- und 
Behandlungszentrum)

since 2008	 Chief Executive Officer of Charité - Universitätsme-
dizin Berlin

Research Fields

Cerebrovascular disorders, esp. venous diseases of the brain, mi-
graine and headache, acute brain inflammation, neurological inten-
sive care, brain imaging, dementia. 
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Activities in the Scientific Community, Honors, Awards

1997-2006	 Member of German Research Council 

2001-2006	 Chairman of German Research Council 
(Wissenschaftsrat)

2001-2006	 Member Senate of German Research Foundation 
(DFG) (ex officio)

2001-2006	 Member Senate of Max Planck Foundation (MPG) 
(ex officio)

2001-2006	 Member Senate of Leibniz Association (WGL) (ex 
officio)

2001-2006	 Member Senate Helmholtz Association (Helmholtz 
Gemeinschaft) (ex officio)

2001-2007	 Member National Steering Committee on Genome 
Research (NGFN)

Since 2002	 Chairman Foundation Council of German Stroke 
Foundation 

since 2003	 Member of Health Research Council (GFR)

2004	 Officer’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal 
Republic of Germany (Bundesverdienstkreuz)

since 2005	 Member of the German Academy of Sciences 
Leopoldina

since 2006	 Member to the Advisory group for Health Research 
of the European Commission

since 2007	 Member of Supervisory Board (Kuratorium), Otto-
von-Guericke-University, Magdeburg

since 2007	 Chairman of Supervisory Council (Hochschul-
rat), Technical University Munich
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