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WHAT IS THE PROBLEM

Millions of dollars are spent on health innovations, but too often they never get to the people in low and middle income countries who really need them, even when they were designed for those groups. 
There are 3 main issues:

1. How to deliver the drugs, diagnostics, vaccines and other interventions for the health of mothers, the newborn and children.
2. Problems of access -- how to get them to people living in the remotest areas. 
3. Need for scale-up of these interventions. How do we take what works in a small village and provide it at a regional or national level? 
WHAT IS IMPLEMENTATION RESEARCH?

Implementation research is about figuring out how to put into place what we know already works - such as a drug that has been shown to kill a malaria parasite or a diagnostic tool that identifies who has TB.  It's a field of study that is growing quickly because of the vast needs.
WHAT ARE WE DOING ABOUT THIS?

We at UNICEF are concerned about equitable access. What does this mean? It's basically about making sure that every child, even the poorest and those farthest away, can get the health services they need. So we are partnering with TDR, a global research programme based at the World Health Organization, and co-sponsored by UNICEF, UNDP, the World Bank and WHO, within the context of the WHO Implementation Research Platform. We are bringing people together to identify implementation research priorities at regional levels and then we're going to imbed research in our programming so that we provide more services to the people who need them.
WHY ARE WE TALKING TO YOU ABOUT THIS? 
Implementation research has been around for a while, but it's not well known. We believe this field offers us a way to expand more quickly and cost effectively with the drugs and other tools we already have. We want to increase the capacity to do this research and expand its use.
HOW TO LEARN MORE

The TDR report –Implementation research for the control of infectious diseases of poverty – has many case studies that show how implementation research is being used.
You are also welcome to come to our symposium today on this topic at 16:45-18:15 in the Main Hall, where we will be reviewing the implementation research priorities that were discussed during a two day meeting on Friday and Saturday.


