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General 
 
World Health Summit 2011: Today´s Science – Tomorro w´s Agenda 
 
The World Health Summit is the annual conference held by the ‘M8 Alliance of the Academic 
Health Centres and Medical Universities’ together with the National Academics. It is one of the 
world´s foremost gatherings of leaders from academic medicine, governments, health-related 
industries and non-governmental organizations to exchange views on the most pressing global 
health challenges. After a highly successful inaugural conference in 2009, on the occasion of the 
300th year anniversary of the Charité - Universitätsmedizin Berlin, and a likewise effective 
following Summit in 2010 the World Health Summit is now being held annually. The main 
objective of the World Health Summit, meanwhile, is to address key challenges regarding medical 
research, global health and health care delivery with the aim of shaping the political, academic 
and social agendas.  
 
Bringing together all stakeholders involved in health research and health care, the World Health 
Summit presents an unprecedented opportunity for constructive interactive partnerships. There is 
an urgent need for a cross-sectored approach and multidisciplinary research to unleash the 
power and creativity of academic medicine and to involve societies, governments and industries. 
By close collaboration in analyzing today´s science and by extensively sharing international 
experiences and debating, we will be able to structure tomorrow´s agenda.  
 
The M8 Alliance 
 
The ‘M8 Alliance of Academic Health Centres and Medical Universities’ is a collaboration of 
academic institutions of educational and research excellence that recognizes responsibility to 
improve global health and works with political and economic decision makers and civil society to 
develop science-based solutions for health challenges worldwide. This inter-national network 
gives the World Health Summit an outstanding academic background. The M8 Alliance acts as a 
permanent platform for framing future considerations of global medical developments and health 
challenges. The M8 Alliance promotes the translation of research progress from the laboratory to 
the bedside and to populations, the transformation of our present medical care systems treating 
sick people to a true “health care system” with effective prevention of diseases and the transition 
of health-related solutions and adaptation in our rapidly changing living conditions, including 
demographic changes, urbanization, and climate change as priority areas of research.  
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Infectious Diseases and Strategies 
 
Outbreaks of infection diseases may occur 
everywhere in the world and cross borders 
easily. Recent examples are the French 
pandemic influenza and the EHEC outbreak 
in Germany. In this regard, vaccination 
campaigns as one of the most cost-effective 
public health care intervention are becoming 
increasingly important. In countries with 
limited access to health interventions, 
vaccines represent the key strategy to 
prevent the human suffering associated with 
infectious diseases and have already 
successfully contributed to the reduction of 
child mortality in these countries. 
Furthermore, opportunities could be identified 
to integrate neglected tropical diseases 
control programs into existing health 
platforms that deal with HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis, and malaria. Finally, public-
private partnerships are needed to positively 
influence the development of new antibiotics. 
 

 
 
 

Today's Science – Tomorrow's Agenda: 
The Role of Vaccines in Saving Children’s 
Lives 
 
Keynote by Dagfinn Hoybråten , the Chair of 
the GAVI Alliance Board. The GAVI Alliance 
(formerly the “Global Alliance for Vaccines 
and Immunization”) is a public-private global 
health partnership committed to saving 
children’s lives and protecting people’s health 
by increasing access to immunization in poor 
countries. 
 
Impact of today’s science on human 
development 
 

 
1. Science has delivered life-saving 

vaccines to prevent severe childhood 
illnesses  

2. Great impact on the lives of millions 
and impressive progress towards the 
health MDGs: MDG4 is within reach 
in a number of countries  

3. Vaccines have contributed 
significantly to progress made to date  

4. Ensuring access to live-saving 
vaccines through innovation and 
increased financing at the heart of 
GAVI Alliance mission  

5. Donor support has made a difference 
 
 

Tomorrow’s agenda 
 

·  However, one child still dies every 20 
seconds as a result of a vaccine-
preventable disease. 23 million 
children remain unvaccinated  

·  MDG 4 will only be achieved if we 
reach more children with more 
vaccines as soon as possible  
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·  Vote of confidence of donors for the 
Alliance and Decade of vaccines 
dynamics: a new era for vaccines  

·  Vision of GAVI and implementation  
·  With the science available, we can 

save more lives tomorrow together 
 

 
Bridging Health Gaps with Vaccines 
 
Max-Planck Institute for Infection Biology, 
Max Planck Society 
 
Every four seconds, a child receives a 
vaccination. Vaccines are highly cost efficient 
and are often delivered at prices far below 
one euro. This holds true for many vaccines 
in use for decades and not subject to patent 
issues. Yet, with annual health spending 
below 25 euros in many ‘poor countries’ 
vaccine delivery depends on financial support 
from donor organizations. More recent 
vaccines still under patent restrictions are 
more costly and need innovative strategies to 
achieve an affordable price for developing 
countries, such as dual price systems and 
advanced market commitments. Delivery of 
available vaccines to everybody independent 
of financial income is primarily a matter of 

supply and pricing. Yet, vaccines are missing 
for major infectious diseases including 
HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis and hepatitis 
C. Development of new vaccines against 
these threats are a matter of accelerated 
R&D. Of the estimated 200 billion euros 
spent on health research, only 1% is 
earmarked for vaccines against these major 
threats. Research activities need to be 
stimulated by innovative incentives. Until 
2005, the vaccine market was a small 
segment of the total pharmaceutical market 
amounting to a total of ca. 12 billion US-
Dollars in revenues annually. This is currently 
changing and the vaccine market has 
become the fastest growing segment in the 
pharmaceutical industry. 
 

However, this is mostly due to vaccines 
against novel targets, notably, for cancer 
therapy. Joint efforts by public and private 
sectors are needed to foster research and 
development for novel vaccines against 
diseases that pose an unequal burden on low 
income countries. In the long run, return of 
investment for R&D of novel vaccines as well 
as supply of available vaccines at an 
affordable price can be ensured by reducing 
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cost for treatment and loss of human 
resources. In highly contrast to the value of 
vaccines, are public concerns about vaccine 
safety, notably, in industrialized countries. To 
fulfill the expectations raised by the call to 
action for the new decade of vaccines 
stakeholders of all areas including national 
and international governmental and 
nongovernmental organizations, civil society, 
private sector, academia and philanthropic 
agencies, need to join forces to pave the way 
for provision of all vaccines to all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vaccines for the 21st Century: 
Roadblocks and Opportunities 
  
German Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research 
 
Besides anti-infectives, vaccines are often 
the most cost-effective tool to combat 
infectious diseases. Although research on 
new vaccines has been conducted for 
decades, there are many diseases for which 
vaccines are still not available or the existing 
ones are suboptimal in terms of efficacy, 
safety or pricing.  
 
However, recent advances in biomedical 
sciences and translational medicine are now 
providing the knowledge-base and 
technological tools to develop a new 
generation of vaccines tailored according to 
specific clinical needs. New and creative 
partnering and business models also support 
an efficient vaccine development pipeline. 
Furthermore, research on vaccinology moved 
on and there is big hope that in future 
vaccination can help to prevent or even treat 
cancer and other chronic non infectious 
diseases. Therefore, vaccine development 
must not stagnate. To meet this challenge the 
German Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research founded the German Centre for 
Infection Research (GCIR) in this year. In the 
GCIR the strengths of 27 national excellent 
German institutions at 7 locations are 
bundled. One of the key areas in the GCIR is 
completely dedicated to the field of 
vaccinology.  
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Response to Global Emerging Infectious 
Outbreaks 
 
Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Santé Publique 
(EHESP) 
European Center for Disease Control (ECDC) 
 
Emerging diseases may occur everywhere in 
the world, and spread with no boundaries. 
Outbreaks of emerging diseases are 
particularly sensitive to globalization (e.g. 
movement of population and goods, change 
in land use, impact of global warming, 
increase in population density).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key messages: 
 

·  Emergence of outbreaks of 
communicable diseases are not 
predictable  

·  Cost of emerging infectious 
diseases are huge  in terms of 
resources, but also social and 
political burden 

·  Control of emerging infectious 
diseases needs an interdisciplinary 
approach  

·  Risk perception of population  is a 
key measure to follow-up since gap 
between policy makers and 
population may be deeper than 
expected 

·  Coordination and involvement of 
community  in response need 
preparedness and dedicated 
infrastructures at a regional level. 

·  Since time horizon of research is 
usually longer than that of response 
to emerging infectious diseases, 
research programs are difficult to 
implement during outbreaks, when 
there is a crucial need of better 
understanding and evaluation of 
evidence in health policy. Research 
needs to be planned and prepared 
ahead of an outbreak with dedicated 
funding “in case of”. 
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Four years after the Berlin Declaration on 
Tuberculosis – Lessons Learnt and Future 
Challenges  
 
German Federal Ministry of Health 
Koch-Metschnikow-Forum  
Médecins Sans Frontières 

 
·  Tuberculosis is a major health threat 

in the WHO-Euro region. A 
successful TB control is complicated 
by increasing multidrug resistance 
and increasing HIV-TB comorbidity. 

·  The Berlin Declaration on 
Tuberculosis, adopted by the 
participants of the Ministerial Forum 
in Berlin in October 2007, is a good 
basis for international collaboration 
on TB control in WHO high priority 
countries. 

·  However, major goals in TB control 
(as agreed upon in the Stop TB 
Partnership and in the Millennium 
Development Goal #6) will not be 
reached by 2015, as an evaluation of 
activities and challenges revealed. 

·  Thus, WHO-Euro should ask all 
member states to stick to their self-
commitments of the Berlin 

Declaration and to increase efforts to 
fight TB in their WHO region.  

·  A process should be initiated for 
developing strategies for the time 
after 2015 and to develop new goals 
in fighting the major global health 
threats like TB. 

·  Of major importance in this context is 
strengthening the collaboration 
between governments of high and 
low burden countries with non-
governmental organizations, both 
supranational and regional ones. 
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Accelerating the Development of 
Antibiotics 
 
European Commission 
 
The alarming decline in antibiotic R&D  has 
been well identified and runs the risk of 
potentially leaving health authorities without 
any therapeutic tool. We can blame a number 
of factors to explain such a decline:  

1. Since the 1960s, public health 
authorities signalled a shift of interest 
towards cancer, neurological diseases 
away from infectious diseases.  

We have been victims of our R&D 
success: potent medicines have been 
on the market and are available at low 
prices.  

2. There are clear difficulties in the 
regulatory approval process, due to 
extreme complexity of running clinical 
trials comparing existing and new 
products.  

3. There are fundamental scientific 
challenges to identify new 
physiological pathways to attack 
infections and translate these 
discoveries into products.  

All the above factors create an environment 
that is high risk and low market potential, 
which makes it difficult for the private sector 
alone to take up the challenge. What we 
need to succeed are clear public health 
priorities and public-private partnerships that 
will help us build a sustainable research 
pipeline from bench to bedside. Governments 
need to facilitate and support collaborations 

between academia and the private sector and 
put in place a series of tailored research 
incentives, such as research grants, tax 
credits, new exclusivity rights, accelerated 
regulatory pathways, and a clear path for 
market access, including pricing and 
reimbursement that rewards prioritized 
research. 
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Opportunities for Linking NTD Control 
with Control of AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria –  
Linking NTDs and the Big Three through 
School-Based Platform 
 
Global Network for Neglected Tropical 
Diseases 
Sabin Vaccine Institute 
 

The Global Network for Neglected Tropical 
Diseases (NTDs) is an advocacy and 
resource mobilization organization dedicated 
to raising the awareness of NTDs and the 
funds needed to fight them.  Founded in 
2006, the Global Network is an initiative of 
the Sabin Vaccine Institute-an NGO 
established in 1993 to develop and expand 
access to existing vaccines and medicines for 
those living in poverty around the world. 
Findings show that NTD infections may 
promote susceptibility to or worsen the 
course of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and 
malaria.  Opportunities exist to integrate NTD 
control programs into existing health 
platforms, which can control or eliminate 
NTDs and can be done at a small fraction of 
the cost of treating ‘the big three’-HIV/AIDs, 

tuberculosis, or malaria.  The United States, 
United Kingdom and other G8 member 
countries have made commitments to NTD 
programs that have resulted in enormous 
gains in the treatment and prevention of 
these diseases. Addressing NTDs will be 
essential to meeting the eight Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), meant to help 
lift the world’s poorest countries out of 
extreme poverty by the year 2015. Together 
with a broad coalition of allies, we support 
international organizations, public and private 
sector, and afflicted communities that are 
working to implement and integrate NTD 
treatment and elimination programs. 
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Contact 
 
World Health Summit Secretariat 
Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin 
Campus Charité Mitte 
Charitéplatz 1 
10117 Berlin, Germany 
 
T:  +49-30-450-572122 
F:  +49-30-450-572911 
M:  worldhealthsummit@charite.de 
 
 
www.worldhealthsummit.org  


